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Bipartisan Legislation Introduced to  
Protect Small Businesses From Natural Disasters 

 

WASHINGTON, D.C. —  July 29, 2020 — The Association of Marina Industries (AMI) along with the boating 
industry applaud the House of Representatives' passage of the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) 
yesterday, which authorizes the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) to implement critical civilian water 
infrastructure projects. This decision marks an essential step forward in ensuring the preservation of the 
nation's ports, harbors, and inland waterways, which will help generate substantial economic impact for local 
communities across the country.  

“The recreational boating industry has long been a powerful driver of our nation's economy, supporting over 
35,000 businesses and nearly 700,000 jobs. Particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic when many 
communities are seeking financial relief, WRDA will provide a much- needed stimulus, boosting recreational 
boating access and moving us closer to recovery through the industry's economic contributions,” said Nicole 
Vasilaros, senior vice president of government and legal affairs, NMMA. 

The legislation addresses many of the recreational boating community’s top access, conservation and 
infrastructure priorities and opens the door for incorporating additional recreation focused objectives in 
future WRDA bills. 

Additionally, AMI commends the inclusion of provisions in the legislation that will advance key recreation and 
conservation priorities: 

• improving federal efforts to combat aquatic invasive species (AIS); 

• funding projects in small and emerging harbors; 

• comprehensive assessment of USACE recreational infrastructure and facilities operation and 
maintenance needs and the economic benefits of sustaining and improving public recreational access; 
and 

• helping restore the Everglades and Great Lakes, among others. 

AMI recently submitted a joint industry wide letter outlining the recreational boating industries priorities for 
WRDA 2020. See the full letter here.  
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About the Association of Marina Industries 

The Association of Marina Industries, is a non-profit membership organization dedicated exclusively to serving 
the needs of the marina industry. For its US members specifically, AMI offers direct access to innovative and 
cost-saving business solutions, educational services, regularly updated news and publications, and research 
results. AMI is the independent voice for the marina industry at the national level on all related legislative and 
regulatory issues. The Association of Marina Industries Training Institute is the global leader in training and 
certification for marina professionals. The AMI Training Institute coordinates the only internationally 
recognized certification program for marina managers, offering a wide range of training and networking 
opportunities. The Training Institute provides this training exclusively in the US, and by authorized franchise 
partners outside of the U.S. 


